[image: image1.png]b
IW group, inc.




FINAL DESTINATION 5 FEATURES THRILLING VISUAL EFFECTS 
BY ACADEMY AWARD®-NOMINATED 

FILIPINO AMERICAN FX MASTER 

Sequel marks Visual Effects Supervisor Ariel Velasco Shaw’s return to 

the Final Destination series and his first foray into 3D filmmaking
New York, NY – August 2, 2011— FINAL DESTINATION 5, the latest entry in the popular horror film series, features thrilling visual effects by Academy Award®-nominated Filipino American FX master Ariel Velasco Shaw. As the Visual Effects Supervisor of “Final Destination 5,” Shaw oversaw the film’s many elaborate special effects, including those used for the terrifying collapse of a suspension bridge. A Hollywood veteran with over 25 films to his credit --including such blockbusters as “300,” “The Nightmare Before Christmas” and the first and third “Final Destination” films -- Shaw is highly regarded as a visual effects pioneer whose early research in digital imaging established the foundation for today’s revolutionary digital imaging production process. “Final Destination 5” marks Shaw’s return to the “Final Destination” franchise as well as his first foray into 3D filmmaking. The film opens nationwide in 3D and 2D on August 12, 2011 through Warner Bros. Pictures. 
About the film
In "Final Destination 5," Death is just as omnipresent as ever, and is unleashed after one man's premonition saves a group of coworkers from a terrifying suspension bridge collapse. But this group of unsuspecting souls was never supposed to survive, and, in a terrifying race against time, the ill-fated group frantically tries to discover a way to escape Death’s sinister agenda. 
The film brings together an ensemble cast, including Nicholas D’Agosto (“Fired Up!,” TV’s “Heroes”), Emma Bell (“Frozen,” TV’s “The Walking Dead”), Miles Fisher (TV’s “Mad Men” and “Gossip Girl”), Courtney B. Vance (TV’s “Flash Forward,” “ER”) and Arlen Escarpeta (“Friday the 13th”), with David Koechner (“The Office,” “Anchorman”) and “Final Destination” franchise icon Tony Todd (“Hatchet II”).  Rounding out the cast are P.J. Byrne (“Dinner for Schmucks”), Ellen Wroe (TV’s “Huge”) and Jacqueline MacInnes Wood (TV’s “The Bold and the Beautiful”). "Final Destination 5" is directed by Steven Quale and written by Eric Heisserer, based on characters created by Jeffrey Reddick. Producers Craig Perry and Warren Zide return for the fifth time. For more information on the film, visit www.finaldestinationmovie.com.

About Ariel Velasco Shaw 

Shaw has been at the forefront of the visual effects community for over 25 years. Shaw’s career began in 1984 when he joined the prestigious New York Institute of Technology, one of the premier computer graphics facilities in the world. His early research in digital imaging established the foundation for today’s revolutionary digital imaging production process.
In 1989, Shaw was asked to work for Walt Disney Feature Animation for the purpose of designing a digital-imaging department, which resulted in “The Rescuers Down Under,” the first full-length animated film to be digitally post-produced. This breakthrough technology launched the highly regarded digital ink and paint system known as CAPS, Computer Animation Production System. During his tenure as the Digital Imaging Supervisor, Shaw worked on such Disney classic feature films as “Beauty and The Beast,” “Aladdin” and “The Lion King.” His Disney career culminated in an Academy Award® nomination in Visual Effects for his break-through work on “The Nightmare Before Christmas.”
In 1994, Shaw left Disney and lent his expertise to Boss Film Studios, where he assisted in the company’s transition to a fully functioning digital effects studio. While there, Shaw supervised the feature films “True Lies,” “The Scout” and “Drop Zone.” After a successful stint at Boss Film Studios, Shaw then segued over to Warner Digital Studios, where he worked on “Batman Forever,” “My Fellow Americans,” “Vegas Vacation” and “Contact.” Later, at Pacific Title/Mirage, Shaw handled the visual effects for “Lethal Weapon 4,” “Armageddon” and “Soldier,” and received an Emmy Award nomination for Tom Hanks’ HBO series “From the Earth to the Moon.”
Since leaving Pacific Title/Mirage, Shaw has continued to work as an independent, with credits that include “300,” “Final Destination” and “Final Destination 3,” “Bones,” “Freddy vs. Jason,” “Scary Movie 2,” “Dragonball: Evolution,” “Jonah Hex” and HBO’s “Carnivàle,” for which he received a Visual Effects Society Award nomination.
Additional Asian American talent involved with “Final Destination 5”

In addition to Ariel Velasco Shaw, “Final Destination 5” features several other notable Asian Americans working behind the scenes, including: 
· Executive Producer Walter Hamada (“A Nightmare on Elm Street,” “Friday the 13th”)
· Art Director Sandi Tanaka (“X-Men: The Last Stand,” “Fantastic 4: Rise of the Silver Surfer”)

· Stuntwoman Kimberly Chiang (“Eclipse,” “New Moon”) 
About the Final Destination film series

The “Final Destination” film series began in 2000 with the release of “Final Destination,” directed and co-written by James Wong (“The X-Files,” “The One”). It was followed by the sequels “Final Destination 2” (2003), “Final Destination 3” (2006) (also directed and co-written by Wong), “The Final Destination” (2009) and this year’s “Final Destination 5.” 
###

Press Contacts: 

Ellie Lee


Diana Tran


Telly Wong
IW Group


IW Group


IW Group

(646) 865-6071

(415) 268-1805

(646) 865-6004 
ellie.lee@iwgroupinc.com
diana.tran@iwgroupinc.com
telly.wong@iwgroupinc.com
